
ficiency to 38% 

 MCA—III Science: In-
crease from 39.5% pro-
ficiency to 41%. 

 STAR Reading: In-
crease from 42 % profi-
ciency to 45% 

 STAR Math: Increase 
from 43.1% proficiency 
to 47% 

The MCA is given in the 
spring and results are 
available the following fall.  
The STAR test is given in 
the winter and spring, and 
results are immediately 
available.  Our winter pro-
gress and spring results 
will be featured in an up-
coming newsletter.  

Our school is made up of 
some pretty amazing peo-
ple!  Did you know at Lake-
land: 

 We have 584 students 
in grades Pre-K 
through Fifth 

 90 staff members call 
Lakeland their place of 
employment.  This in-
cludes licensed and 
non-licensed staff 

As a school, our staff is 
continually looking at stu-
dent proficiency data in the 
areas of reading, math, and 
science.   

The data we use is both 
state and district level.  
Students in grades 3-5 take 
the MCA-III test, which is 
a state level assessment. 

The reading and math test 
are given in all three 
grades.  The science test is 
given in fifth grade. 

The district data is gath-
ered using STAR.  This is a 
district level assessment 
that students take in 
grades K-5. 

When looking at this data, 
we set goals for the upcom-
ing school year.   

When our staff looked at 
our achievement data this 
fall, we have set the follow-
ing goals for our school: 

 MCA-III Reading: In-
crease from 41.2% pro-
ficiency to 45% 

 MCA-III Math: In-
crease from 34.8% pro-

Thanks to a large dona-
tion from Jennie-O Tur-
key Store, out students 
will be able to play 
“Turkey Bingo” on 
Wednesday, November 
15, during their allied 
classes.  Kindergarten 
through fifth grade will be 
playing a turkey themed 
bingo.  Some winners in 

each grade will receive 
a full, frozen turkey 
from Jennie-O.  Other 
students will receive a 
candy or trinket prize. 

Parents of students 
who win a turkey will 
need to pick them up 
on Thursday, Novem-
ber 16, from 11am-

3pm.  The students 
will bring home a 
note with the infor-
mation as well.  If 
your child does not 
bring home a note 
on Wednesday, 
11/15, you may call 
the office on Thurs-
day to double check. 

Let’s Talk Data... 

Turkey Bingo is Coming! 

1 0 0 1  L a k e l a n d  D r  S E  
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Elementary 
N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 3  

S c h o o l  
P h o n e   
N u m b e r s  

 Main Line:    
(320)263-5020 

 Attendance: 
( 320)263-5021 

 Nurse:            
(320)263-5014 

 Fax:                   
(320)263-5030 

 Cardinal Place: 
(320)263-5025 

 Palmer Bus:  
(320)382-6421 

 Willmar Bus: 
(320)235-2110 

 Woodlands    
Mobile Crisis       
Hotline:          
(800)432-8781 

S t a y        
C o n n e c t e d !  

 Lakeland Twitter 
@WillmarLake 

 Lakeland Remind  
@willlake 

 WPS Facebook   
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We asked our 

STEM and 

Music 

Teacher… 

“What are 

you most 

grateful for 

this month?” 

Mrs. Moorhouse: 
“My family!” 

November is National American 
Indian Heritage Month 

Come work at WPS! 

Character Word: GRATITUDE 

Each month, students 

learn about one character 

word.  During the month 

of November, that word 

is GRATITUDE.   

Throughout the month, 

ask your child what he or 

she is learning about 

gratitude and how  he or 

she is demonstrating it at 

school.   

As a parent/guardian, 

here are some ways you 

can help practice being 

grateful at home: 

 Draw a picture or 

write a thank you 

note for someone. 

 Perform an act of 

kindness for some-

one you are grateful 

for. 

 Start a gratitude 

journal at home.  

Each day, write down 

one thing you are 

grateful for. 

 Start a gratitude jar.  

Each day write down 

three things you are 

grateful for.  As the 

month progresses, 

watch how full your 

jar gets. 

 Find books with a 

theme around grati-

tude and read them 

as a family.  If you 

need ideas, our 

school staff can help! 

identify as having a Na-

tive American back-

ground.   We also have a 

cultural liaison who 

plans district events and 

small group opportuni-

ties for students. 

If your family identifies 

as Native American Indi-

an and have not heard of 

the small group opportu-

nities for your student, 

please contact the office.  

We can help get your 

child started in those 

groups. 

The district activities are 

open to all district fami-

lies.  Watch for details. 

 

During National Ameri-

can Indian Heritage 

Month, we pay tribute to 

the generations of Native 

American Indians who 

have positively influ-

enced and enriched our 

nation and society.   

At Willmar Public 

Schools, just under 10% 

of students/families 

L a k e l a n d  E l e m e n t a r y  

Ms. Ed-
wards: “My 
supportive  

family, 
friends, and 

co-
workers” WPS Openings: 

Full and part time 

available  

Substitute  Teach-

er: Four year de-

gree required (any 

area)  

Substitute Paraprofes-

sional: High school di-

ploma or GED required  



Do you know a Veteran? 
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The month of November also 

marks an important day: 

Veteran’s Day. 

As a school, it is important to 

us to take time and thank our 

Veterans for their service to 

our country.  One way we do 

this is to hold a Veteran’s 

Day Lunch. 

Students are invited to ask a 

veteran they know to have 

lunch with them on Friday, 

November 10.  Forms have 

been sent home, but if you 

did not get one please reach 

out to your child’s teacher or 

the office.  Return the form 

to RSVP for the event.  We 

use those RSVPs to make 

sure we have enough food 

prepared for all of students 

and their guests. 

Please let your guests know 

they may arrive early.  Coffee 

and cookies will be available 

in the in the foyer for our 

veteran’s to gather and visit 

with each other while they 

wait for their students. 

Parent/Guardian/Staff Vet-

erans: 

THANK YOU for your past, 

present, and future service 

for our country.  We owe our 

freedoms to you and are 

grateful for you this month 

and always! 

In the novel Jake, by 

Audrey Couloumbis, 

Jake’s mother has an acci-

dent and his grandfather 

is needed to come and 

help during her injury.   

Although Jake is not ex-

cited about this and 

doesn’t like many things 

his grandfather does, he 

learns that there is noth-

ing quiet like the love of 

family. 

This chapter book is at a 

fourth grade reading level 

and is a great reminder of 

all there is to be grateful 

for in life.  Older readers 

physically see the people, 

they are always with us. 

This would be a great book to 

read with children who may 

be suffering from separation 

anxiety (having a hard time 

being away from their fami-

ly), those who have recently 

moved or are moving, and/or 

those who may have recently 

lost a loved on. 

During this month of 

gratitude, this book is 

a nice reminder to be 

thankful for all the 

wonderful people in 

our lives, both near 

and far. 

The Invisible String, by Pa-

trice Karst, is a must read for 

parents and students of all 

ages. 

This sweet story centers 

around the idea that every-

one we love and care about 

are connected to us through 

an invisible string.  Even 

though we cannot always 

Book Talk—Primary 

Book Talk—Intermediate 

“This is a 

wonderful 

day.  I have 

never seen 

this one 

before.” 

--Maya 

Angelou 

may be able to read it inde-

pendently while it would 

also work as a family read 

aloud for younger readers. 

This book, and many oth-

ers with a theme of grati-

tude, are available in our 

school library. 



 

  1 2 3 

End of Term 1 

6 7 

Election Day at WEAC 

8 9 10 

Veteran’s Day Lunch 

13 14 15 

2 Hour Late Start for  
K-5th grade 
 
No PreK 
 
Report cards sent 
home 

16 

Picture Retakes 

5th Grade Orchestra 

Concert, WEAC, 

7:00pm 

17 

20 21 22 

 

No School 

23 

 

No School 

24 

 

No School 

27 28 29 30 Dec 1 

December 6: 2 hour late start, no pre-k 

December 25-January 1: No School 

 

Upcoming Events...December 2023 


